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A LITTLE BIT HOLY, NOT AT ALL ROMAN, AND NOT YET AN
EMPIRE

THE COURT OF MARIA THERESA, 1740

Almost 500 years after the Habsburgs first became kings and exactly 300 years since a Habsburg became Holy Roman Emperor, the
infamous House of Austria is facing one of its greatest challenges yet: a female heir.

After her father Charles VI's death, 23 year old Maria Theresa is next in line to rule Austria and all its holdings. Traditionally women are not
permitted to inherit the throne however Charles wanted to ensure traditional Habsburg land was inherited by a Habsburg. While
diplomatic precautions have been taken to ensure that all recognize her right to rule, there is much to be feared. With the power hungry
Prussians on their borders, the Hungarians wavering in their support, and a new Holy Roman Emperor to be elected soon, Maria must

work fast to solidify power.

Even beyond Austria, Europe is rapidly changing in worrying ways. Many of the old powers have weakened and alliances are constantly
in flux. A new intellectual movement is growing that regularly questions the Catholic faith. While the Austrian empire remains broke, other

countries are modernizing and growing new industries and fortunes.

It is up to this court to help Maria Theresa, the last of the Habsburgs, navigate these tumultuous times and restore the Holy Roman

Empire to its former greatness, the legacy of Europe’s most powerful family depends on it.
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